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Wichita,  Kansas  January  10th,  1909. 

RESOLUTION 


ADOPTED  BY  THE  EXECUTIVE  BOARD  OF  THE  KANSAS  STATE  FEDERATION  OF  LABOR,  AND 
CONCURRED  IN  BY  THE  LEGISLATIVE  COMMITTEE,  IN  JOINT  SESSION  ASSEMBLED: 


WHEREAS : We  the  undersigned  Executive  officers  of  the  Kansas  State  Federation  of  Labor,  in  quarterly 
meeting  assembled,  feeling  keenly  the  injustice  done  our  cause  and  the  extreme  penalty  Justice  Wright, 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  has  in  our  opinion  without  warrant  of  Law,  seen  fit  to 
subject  the  representatives  of  organized  labor,  Samuel  Gompers,  President;  John  Mitchell,  Second  Vice 
President;  and  Frank  Morrison,  Secretary,  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  to  terms  in  jail  for  alleged 
contempt  of  court  in  the  Buck’s  Stove  and  Range  Company  case,  and 

WHEREAS:  The  language  indulged  in  by  Justice  Wright,  in  his  scathing  denunciation  of  the  defendants  has 
brought  further  disgrace  and  justifiable  discredit  upon  the  Judiciary  of  the  United  States,  in  the  minds  of 
all  liberty-loving  people  believing  that  their  constitutional  rights  of  free  speech  and  free  press  are  being 
forcibly  denied  them  by  Unamerican,  unpatriotic  and  unlawful  interpretation  upon  the  part  of  some 
members  of  the  Judiciary  that  should  protect  the  humblest  citizen  in  equality  before  the  law,  and 

WHEREAS:  We  believe  these  defendants,  who  have  always  been  law  abiding  citizens,  have  acted  entirely 
within  their  rights  and  the  publication  of  the  scathing  denunciation  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of 
the  country  has  injured  these  defendants  to  an  irreparable  degree  and  without  recourse,  all  those  that  in 
any  degree  have  aided  or  contributed  to  this  wanton  miscarriage  of  justice,  are  character  assassins  and 
themselves  the  violators  of  law  and  should  suffer  ten  fold  the  penalty  they  would  inflict  upon  these  de- 
fendants, and 

WHEREAS:  We  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  all  fair  minded  people  to  the  bitterness,  and  animous  so  openly 
displayed  by  the  court  in  the  wording  of  its  decision  in  this  case,  showing  clearly  a deep-seated  and  un- 
warranted prejudice  against  organized  labor  and  its  officials  whose  aim  is  to  make  the  conditions  of  living 
more  tolerable  for  the  great  toiling  masses,  and 

WHEREAS:  The  decision  of  Justice  Wright,  if  sustained  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  abrogates 
and  destroys  absolutely  the  heretofore  established  and  acknowledged  inherent  right  of  a free  people  to 
free  speech  and  liberty  of  the  press  with  responsibility  before  the  law  for  their  utterances,  and 

WHEREAS:  The  defendants  in  the  suit,  namely  Gompers,  Mitchell  and  Morrison  were  not,  in  our  opinion, 
guilty  of  contempt  of  court,  their  refusal  to  sacrifice  these  constitutional  rights  for  the  purpose  of  testing 
the  constitutionality  of  the  court’s  decision,  was  but  the  exercise  of  a right  which  every  corporation  in 
the  land  exercises  when  confronted  with  adverse  court  decisions  and  for  which  action  none  of  them  to  our 
knowledge  have  ever  been  punished  by  a jail  sentence  or  humiliated  by  a judicial  tirade  of  abuse,  Therefore 
be  it 

RESOLVED:  That  we  express  our  absolute  approval  of  the  course  pursued  by  organized  labor’s  faithful  leaders, 
Samuel  Gompers,  John  Mitchell  and  Frank  Morrison,  and  that  we  express  our  fullest  confidence  in  them 
now  as  in  the  past,  that  we  extend  to  them  our  heartfelt,  sympathy  and  pledge  to  them  our  fullest  support 
in  any  steps  which  they  may  in  their  judgment  take  to  bring  about  an  unbiased  consideration  and  a just 
decision  on  the  issues  involved,  giving  to  organized  labor  and  its  officers  absolute  justice  and  re-establish 
for  all  time  to  come  in  these  United  States  those  cherished  safeguards  of  liberty  for  which  our  forefathers 
fought  and  bled  to  establish,  the  rights  of  freedom  of  speech  and  liberty  of  press  for  all  people  who  are 
now  and  shall  continue  to  be  responsible  before  the  law  for  all  their  oral  and  written  utterances. 

[Signed]  Executive  Board 

SIM  A.  BRAMLETTE,  President. 

Legislative  Committee:  W.  E.  BRYAN,  Secy-Treas. 

SIM  A.  BRAMLETTE,  Chairman.  G.  W.  WINKLER,  1st  Vice  President. 

A.  A.  ROE.  W.  B.  SUMMERVILLE,  2nd  Vice  President. 

G.  E.  BLAKELEY  GEO.  B.  EDGELL,  3rd  Vice  President. 
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